
Benjamin Franklin's Wit and Wisdom: A
Journalist's Journey, 1726-1736
From Boston to Philadelphia

Born in Boston in 1706, Benjamin Franklin was a self-made man who rose
from humble beginnings as a printer's apprentice to become one of the
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most influential figures in American history. His early years were spent in
Boston, where he worked as a printer and began to develop his literary and
philosophical views.
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In 1726, Franklin left Boston for Philadelphia, a bustling city that would
become the center of his literary and political activities. He established
himself as a printer and publisher, and in 1732, he launched Poor Richard's
Almanack, an annual publication that contained a wealth of practical
advice, witticisms, and moral lessons.

Poor Richard's Almanack: A Literary Legacy
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Poor Richard's Almanack was an instant success, selling over 10,000
copies per year. Franklin's witty and pragmatic sayings, such as "A penny
saved is a penny earned" and "Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man
healthy, wealthy, and wise," became part of the American vernacular and
are still quoted today.
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Through Poor Richard's Almanack, Franklin promoted his own brand of
practical morality, emphasizing the virtues of thrift, industry, and self-
reliance. He also used the almanac to voice his opinions on current events
and to advocate for social and political reforms.

The Pennsylvania Gazette: A Platform for Influence

In addition to Poor Richard's Almanack, Franklin also published the
Pennsylvania Gazette, a weekly newspaper that quickly became one of the
most influential publications in the colonies.

The Pennsylvania Gazette provided Franklin with a platform to share his
ideas on a wide range of topics, from politics to science to literature. He
used the newspaper to promote his own views and to advocate for causes
that he believed in, such as religious tolerance, freedom of the press, and
the rights of the common people.

Franklin's Wit and Wisdom
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Throughout his journalistic writings, Benjamin Franklin displayed a keen wit
and a pragmatic philosophy that resonated with readers of all backgrounds.
His ability to write clearly and engagingly, combined with his sharp wit and
keen observations, made him one of the most influential writers of his time.

Here are a few examples of Franklin's wit and wisdom:

“"A penny saved is a penny earned."

"Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy,
and wise."

"If you would have a good servant, first make a good master."

"He that would live in peace and at ease, must not speak all he
knows, nor judge all he sees."

"God helps them that help themselves."”



Benjamin Franklin's early journalistic writings played a pivotal role in
shaping American thought and culture. Through Poor Richard's Almanack
and the Pennsylvania Gazette, he shared his wit, wisdom, and pragmatic
philosophy with readers of all backgrounds.

Franklin's literary legacy continues to inspire and inform us today. His
writings remind us of the importance of self-reliance, thrift, and industry,
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and they offer a timeless perspective on human nature and the pursuit of
happiness.

Whether you are a student of American history, a lover of literature, or
simply someone who enjoys a well-written turn of phrase, I encourage you
to explore the writings of Benjamin Franklin. You will find in them a treasure
trove of wit, wisdom, and insights that will enrich your life and stay with you
long after you finish reading.
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