
Escape to Paradise: An Enchanting Memoir of
Life in the British Virgin Islands

High and Dry in the BVI: amusing autobiography of an
expat British Virgin Islands 1970-72 by Lally Brown

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 804 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 251 pages
Lending : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported

Chapter 1: The Call of the Islands

In the twilight of the 1960s, a restless spirit stirred within me, beckoning me
to break free from the mundane and embrace the unknown. I had spent my
early years in the gray skies of England, my soul yearning for a vibrant
tapestry of colors and a life less ordinary.

News of a remote archipelago in the Caribbean, the British Virgin Islands,
reached my ears, promising a sanctuary far removed from the hustle and
bustle of urban life. Intrigued, I surrendered to the allure of the unknown
and booked a one-way ticket to this fabled paradise.

Chapter 2: A Slice of Heaven on Earth
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As the plane descended towards the emerald waters of the Caribbean, a
breathtaking panorama unfolded before my eyes. The islands, scattered
like precious gems across the turquoise expanse, seemed to shimmer
under the golden rays of the setting sun.

Tortola, the largest of the islands, welcomed me with its lush green hills,
pristine beaches, and a palpable sense of tranquility. I quickly found a
modest room in a charming guest house, my humble abode for the
foreseeable future.

Chapter 3: The Rhythms of Island Life

The British Virgin Islands in the 1970s were a world apart from the frantic
pace of modern life. The days flowed by in a languid rhythm, marked by the
gentle lapping of waves, the chatter of locals, and the occasional
strumming of a guitar.

I immersed myself in the local culture, embracing the laid-back lifestyle and
forming friendships with the warm and welcoming islanders. I learned to
appreciate the simple pleasures of life: snorkeling in crystal-clear waters,
hiking through verdant rainforests, and sharing laughter over impromptu
beach picnics.

Chapter 4: Adventures in Paradise

Beyond the tranquil shores, the British Virgin Islands offered a wealth of
opportunities for adventure. I embarked on exhilarating sailing trips,
exploring hidden coves and uninhabited islands. I delved into the depths of
the Caribbean Sea, discovering a vibrant underwater world teeming with
colorful fish and coral reefs.



Scuba diving became my underwater obsession, taking me to sunken
shipwrecks and vibrant coral gardens. Each dive was a breathtaking
encounter with the wonders of the marine world.

Chapter 5: Personal Growth and Cultural Enrichment

My time in the British Virgin Islands was not merely a physical escape, but
also a profound journey of personal growth and cultural enrichment.

Living amongst the locals, I gained invaluable insights into their rich history,
traditions, and beliefs. I learned to appreciate the resilience and
resourcefulness of island communities, their deep connection to the land
and sea, and their unique storytelling abilities.

Epilogue: A Farewell to Paradise

After two unforgettable years, the time came to bid farewell to my beloved
British Virgin Islands. Though my heart was heavy with the thought of
leaving, I carried with me a treasure trove of memories and the profound
realization of having lived a life less ordinary.

The British Virgin Islands will forever hold a special place in my soul, a
sanctuary where I found adventure, friendship, and a deeper understanding
of the world and myself. And so, I invite you, dear reader, to embark on this
captivating journey with me, through the pages of my autobiography, and
experience the enchantment of paradise lost and found.
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