
Expert Answers to Your Cosleeping
Questions: A Comprehensive Guide for
Parents
Cosleeping, the practice of sharing a bed with a child, has been a common
practice for centuries across many cultures. However, in recent years, it
has been the subject of much debate, with some experts advocating for its
benefits while others express concerns about potential risks.

To provide parents with the most up-to-date and evidence-based
information on cosleeping, this article draws on the latest research and
insights from experts in the fields of pediatrics, psychology, and sleep
science.
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Enhanced bonding: Cosleeping provides a unique opportunity for
parents and children to strengthen their bond. Physical closeness
promotes oxytocin production, a hormone associated with attachment
and well-being.

Improved sleep quality: Studies have shown that cosleeping can
improve sleep quality for both parents and children. Infants who
cosleep tend to fall asleep faster, sleep longer, and wake up less
frequently during the night.

Convenience: Cosleeping can be a convenient option for parents,
especially during the newborn stage. It eliminates the need for multiple
nighttime feedings or comfortings.

Reduced risk of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS): Some
studies suggest that cosleeping may reduce the risk of SIDS, although
the exact mechanism is not fully understood.

Risks of Cosleeping

While cosleeping can offer potential benefits, it is important to be aware of
potential risks:

Overheating: Sharing a bed can lead to overheating, especially for
infants who are not yet able to regulate their body temperature.

Suffocation: Infants should never share a bed with loose bedding or
pillows, as these can pose a suffocation risk.

Falls: Young children may fall out of bed if they are not properly
supervised.



Parental sleep deprivation: While cosleeping can improve sleep for
infants, it can lead to sleep deprivation for parents who may be woken
up frequently by their child.

Safe Cosleeping Practices

If you choose to cosleep, it is essential to follow safe practices to minimize
potential risks:

Create a safe sleep environment: Remove loose bedding, pillows,
and other potential hazards from the bed area.

Place the baby on their back: Infants should always be placed on
their back to sleep, never on their stomach or side.

Keep the baby's head uncovered: Do not cover the baby's head with
blankets or hats to avoid overheating.

Monitor your baby's temperature: Ensure your baby's temperature is
comfortable and not too warm.

Avoid cosleeping under the influence: Do not cosleep with your
baby if you have consumed alcohol or drugs.

When to Stop Cosleeping

There is no definitive answer to when to stop cosleeping. Some families
choose to transition their child to their own bed around 6 months to 1 year
of age, while others may continue cosleeping for several years.

Ultimately, the decision of when to stop cosleeping is a personal one that
should be made based on the individual needs of the family.



Benefits of Sleep Training

While cosleeping can be beneficial for some families, sleep training can
also be a valuable option for those who are experiencing sleep challenges.
Sleep training involves teaching your child to fall asleep independently and
stay asleep throughout the night.

Benefits of sleep training:

Improved睡眠 quality for both parents and children

Reduced nighttime waking

Increased daytime alertness

Establishment of healthy sleep habits

Cosleeping is a controversial topic with both potential benefits and risks. By
understanding the evidence and following safe practices, parents can make
an informed decision about whether cosleeping is right for their family. For
those who choose not to cosleep, sleep training can be a valuable option to
improve sleep quality and well-being.

It is crucial to approach this topic with an open mind and consider the
individual needs of each family. By working together with healthcare
professionals and trusted resources, parents can create a safe and
supportive sleep environment for their children.

Additional Resources

American Academy of Pediatrics: Cosleeping

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Cosleeping



National Institute of Child Health and Human Development: Safe to
Sleep® Campaign
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