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By H.W. Brands

In 1848, James Marshall discovered gold at Sutter's Mill in California. This
discovery set off a chain of events that would change the course of
American history. The Gold Rush that followed brought hundreds of
thousands of people to California, and helped to make the United States a
major world power.

James Marshall was a carpenter from New Jersey. He had come to
California in 1845, and was working at Sutter's Mill when he made his
discovery. On January 24, 1848, Marshall was digging a millrace when he
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saw something shiny in the water. He reached down and picked it up, and
realized that it was gold.

Marshall's discovery quickly spread, and soon people from all over the
world were flocking to California in search of gold. The Gold Rush had a
profound impact on American society. It led to the growth of new cities and
towns, and the development of new industries. It also helped to shape the
American character, as people from all walks of life came together in the
pursuit of wealth.

James Marshall's discovery of gold at Sutter's Mill was a pivotal moment in
American history. It set off a chain of events that would lead to the
development of the United States as a major world power. Marshall's story
is a fascinating tale of adventure, ambition, and the American dream.
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