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JOCELYN NICOLE JOHNSON

A Masterpiece of Historical Fiction That Will Haunt You

In the realm of literature, few works possess the depth and resonance of
'My Monticello' by Jocelyn Nicole Johnson. This captivating novel, a finalist
for the National Book Award, transports readers to the hallowed grounds of
Monticello, the iconic plantation of Thomas Jefferson, and unveils the
hidden stories that lie beneath its grand facade.
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Johnson weaves a masterful tapestry of historical fact and imaginative
fiction, centering the voices of enslaved people who were often silenced or
marginalized in the annals of history. Through the eyes of her unforgettable
characters, she explores the intricate web of power, privilege, and race that
shaped the American past and continues to reverberate in the present.

Unveiling the Hidden Truths of Monticello

At the heart of 'My Monticello' lies the enigmatic figure of Sally Hemings, a
young enslaved woman who allegedly had a long-term relationship with
Thomas Jefferson. Johnson deftly navigates the complexities of their
rumored affair, delving into the power dynamics, social taboos, and human
desires that intertwined their lives.

Beyond Hemings' story, the novel unflinchingly exposes the brutal realities
of slavery at Monticello. Johnson paints a vivid portrait of the daily lives of
the enslaved, their resilience, their suffering, and their indomitable spirits.
The novel challenges the romanticized view of Jefferson as a champion of
freedom while shedding light on the hypocrisy that permeated American
society.

A Literary Force for Social Justice

'My Monticello' transcends mere historical fiction; it is a powerful indictment
of racial injustice and a catalyst for social change. Johnson's skillful
storytelling brings the past to life, forcing readers to confront the
uncomfortable truths that still haunt the American psyche.

The novel has garnered widespread critical acclaim, including being
featured on Oprah's Book Club and receiving praise from prominent
authors such as Toni Morrison, Isabel Wilkerson, and Colson Whitehead.



lts impact extends beyond the literary realm, sparking important
conversations about race, reparations, and the legacy of slavery in
contemporary America.

Unforgettable Characters and Compelling Narratives

Johnson's characters are not mere historical figures but fully realized
individuals whose stories resonate deeply with readers. Among them are:

= Monticello Hemings: A young enslaved woman with a complex
relationship with Thomas Jefferson, navigating the treacherous terrain
of power, desire, and forbidden love.

= Henrietta Wood: Monticello's head housekeeper and a formidable
matriarch who witnesses firsthand the horrors of slavery and fights for
the dignity of her people.

= Thomas Jefferson: The enigmatic Founding Father, whose public
image of enlightenment clashes with his private life as a slave owner
and alleged perpetrator of sexual assault.

Through their intertwining narratives, Johnson exposes the intricate
connections between the personal and the political, the private and the
public. 'My Monticello' is a novel that stays with readers long after the final
page is turned, prompting them to question their own assumptions and to
seek a deeper understanding of the complexities of race and history.

A Must-Read for Our Time

In an era where racial tensions continue to divide society, 'My Monticello'
serves as a timely and essential read. Jocelyn Nicole Johnson's masterful



storytelling forces us to grapple with the uncomfortable truths of our past
and to confront the ongoing legacy of racism in our present.

Whether you are a history buff, a lover of literary fiction, or simply someone
who cares about social justice, 'My Monticello' is a captivating novel that
will challenge your perspectives, stir your emotions, and stay with you long
after you finish it. Dive into its pages and embark on a journey that will
leave an indelible mark on your soul.
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