The Transcendentalists and Their World: A
Journey into the Heart of American
Philosophy

The transcendentalist movement was a philosophical and literary
movement that originated in New England in the 1830s. Transcendentalists
believed in the inherent goodness of humanity and the importance of
intuition and experience over reason and tradition. They were also strong
advocates for social reform, including the abolition of slavery and the rights
of women.

The Transcendentalists and Their World is a comprehensive overview of
the transcendentalist movement in American literature and philosophy. This
book explores the lives and works of the major transcendentalists, including
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Margaret Fuller, and
Bronson Alcott. Philip F. Gura provides a rich and nuanced account of the
transcendentalist movement, its intellectual and cultural context, and its
lasting impact on American thought and culture.
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The Transcendentalists and Their World is an essential read for anyone
interested in American literature, philosophy, or history. Gura's engaging
writing style and deep knowledge of the subject make this book a pleasure
to read. The Transcendentalists and Their World is a must-have for any
library or bookshelf.

The Major Transcendentalists

The transcendentalist movement was led by a group of brilliant and
charismatic individuals. The most famous transcendentalists include:

= Ralph Waldo Emerson was the leading figure of the transcendentalist
movement. He was a prolific writer and lecturer, and his essays and
addresses on topics such as self-reliance, individualism, and the
importance of nature are still widely read today.

= Henry David Thoreau was a naturalist, writer, and poet. He is best
known for his book Walden, which is a record of his two years spent
living in a cabin in the woods. Thoreau's writings on nature and the
simple life have inspired generations of readers.

= Margaret Fuller was a feminist, journalist, and critic. She was one of
the most influential intellectuals of her time, and her writings on
women's rights and social reform were groundbreaking.

= Bronson Alcott was an educator and philosopher. He was the founder
of the Temple School in Boston, which was a progressive school that
emphasized the importance of creativity and self-expression.
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The Transcendentalist Philosophy

The transcendentalist philosophy was based on the belief in the inherent
goodness of humanity. Transcendentalists believed that all people have the
potential to transcend their limitations and achieve greatness. They also
believed that intuition and experience were more important than reason
and tradition. Transcendentalists were strong advocates for social reform,
including the abolition of slavery and the rights of women.

The transcendentalist philosophy was influenced by a variety of sources,
including Romanticism, German idealism, and Eastern religions.
Transcendentalists believed that the universe was a manifestation of God,
and that humans were part of a divine plan. They also believed that the
natural world was a source of wisdom and inspiration.

The Transcendentalist Legacy

The transcendentalist movement had a profound impact on American
thought and culture. Transcendentalist ideas about individualism, self-
reliance, and the importance of nature continue to resonate today.
Transcendentalist writers and thinkers have also been influential in the
development of American literature, philosophy, and religion.

The Transcendentalists and Their World is a valuable resource for anyone
interested in American literature, philosophy, or history. Gura's
comprehensive overview of the transcendentalist movement provides a rich
and nuanced account of this important period in American intellectual
history.
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